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ELQQR DEBATE

SE NATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Aguilar. Members
of the Legislature, I don't k n o w  real l y  w h e t h e r  this is a good 
b ill or not. I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  w h a t  w e  are b e i n g  aske d to do 
is wise or not. B u t  we sho u l d  at least u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  it is 
that we ' r e  doing. If this w e r e  n ot on c o n s e n t  calendar, we 
c ould be co n t r i v i n g  an amendment. Bu t  no a m e n dments can be 
added, other w i s e  the b ill is n o t  considered. So w e  h ave to 
t h i n k  about it in this way. W h a t  is m o r e  important, to m ove a 
bill or to h ave a bill in th e  p r o p e r  form d o i n g  w h a t  we ' r e  told 
the bill is d e s i g n e d  to do? Is th e r e  a f e e l i n g  that the sense 
of collegiality, wh i c h  to me b o i l s  d o w n  in t his i nstance to 
nonsense, is s uch  that w e ' r e  g o i n g  to send a b ill that is not 
c o n t aining the l anguage t hat it ought to c ontain? Somebody 
other t h a n  the d i r e c t o r  and the d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  w ill b e  carrying 
out all of th e  a c t i vities in t h e  e x i s t i n g  law t h a t  the director 
or th e  d e p u t y  dir e c t o r  can do. That m e a n s  t his p e r s o n  can 
receive an d  a p prove for p a y m e n t  or d i s a p p r o v e  applic a t i o n s  for 
aid wh i c h  shall origi n a t e  in an y  local p o s t  or an y  recognized 
veterans' o r g a n i z a t i o n  or w i t h  the coun t y  v e t e r a n s  service 
officer. So t his p e r s o n  d oes h a v e  d i s c r e t i o n  an d  is able to 
reject applications, d i s a p p r o v e  of th e s e  requests, and it is the 
kind of a c t i v i t y  that I t h i n k  ought to be d i s c h a r g e d  by 
s o m e b o d y . ..

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: O ne minute.

S E N ATOR CHAMBERS: ...at a c e r t a i n  level of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and
accountability. A n d  I'm e v e n  w o n d e r i n g  if th e  administrative 
assistant is th e  one w ho ought to make th e s e  decisions. If you 
h a ve  got one of th e s e  a g encies or one of t h e s e  operations in 
your county, and you find out t hat an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  assistant 
d i s a p p r o v e d  of it, that m i g h t  cre ate  a b i t  of h o s t i l i t y  or 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  on your p art and y o u  m a y  w a n t  to ask the 
director, w h y  d i d  y ou let a n  e mplo ye e of y o u r s  di s a p p r o v e  of 
this a p plication? T h e n  is the d i r e c t o r  able to go b a c k  and 
coun t e r m a n d  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  d one b y  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  assistant? 
If th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . . .administrative a s s i s t a n t  signs any of 
these documents, will any of t h e m  h a v e  the f o r c e  and the legal 
status of a contract? If t h a t  is the case, wha t e v e r  the 
admin i s t r a t i v e  ass is t a n t  signs w ill bind...
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